Sociology Standards

Standard 1:  Introduction to Sociology


Benchmark 1:  Understand the purpose, methods, vocabulary, and contributions of 

 
sociology.



Indicators:

1. Know how sociology views humans and human behavior and the advantage and imitations of sociology study.

2. Know what sociology seeks to accomplish and how it differs from similar social sciences (anthropology, psychology, philosophy, history, economics, and political science).

3. Be able to apply the methods of sociology (controlled scientific study, statistical analysis, field research/observation).

4. Be able to apply the basic vocabulary of sociology.

a.   Identify values, norms, and cultural shifts in society and how it                        

      impacts behavior.

b. Identify morals and folkways and how they impact behavior.

c. Apply knowledge of socialization (how socialization is a force for continuity and conformity, how education is part of socialization, and how socialization is changing).  

Benchmark 2:  Understand the concepts relating to sociology.


Indicators:

1. Understands how social structure (culture) and group behavior impacts 

 individuals and society.

2. Identify values, norms, and cultural shifts.

3. Apply knowledge of socialization.

4. Identify change agents within society (technology, multiculturalism, birth rate and age demographics, global society concept).

Benchmark 3:  Apply knowledge and concepts of sociology to the world today.


Indicators:

1. Identify institutions that are part of social structure and explain their 

purpose (family, court system, mass media, politics, religion).

2. Assess major problems of American society.

3. Identify major sociological problems in American society (poverty, crime, prejudice, changing values, minority relations).

4. Identify possible causes of problems in American society.

5. Evaluate and analyze previous and current attempts to address these problems.
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