HONORS SOCIAL STUDIES

GRADE 7 - WORLD GEOGRAPHY

(Revised Spring 2011)

COURSE DESCRIPTION:


Seventh Grade Honors Social Studies is an expansion of the academic learning experiences within the established program of study at the seventh grade level.  The curriculum encompasses the five themes of geography:  location, place, movement, human/environment interaction, and regions.  In addition, seventh grade social studies encompass the eighteen National Standards in Geography.  These standards provide a framework for the geographical knowledge students should have and the skills they should be able to execute.  Students will be given a spatial understanding of the world and the ability to evaluate information in spatial terms.  Students will examine the varying ways that people interact with their environment and appreciate the diversity of the places those interactions create.


The course will offer enrichment through reading, writing, and research activities.  Students will be encouraged to complete a Social Studies Fair project.  The goal of the course is to enhance the student’s intellectual skills and to promote critical thinking.  Activities will take the student above and beyond the traditional curriculum.  The course is designed for students who are willing to work above grade level, have the ability to work independently, have the ability to manage time responsibly, have broad intellectual interests, and have analytical and critical thinking skills.

COURSE STANDARDS AND OBJECTIVES:


Instructional standards and objectives for Honors Social Studies 7 are the same as the instructional standards and objectives for Grade 7 Social Studies as listed in West Virginia Policy 2520.4.   There are extended objectives for those in Honors Social Studies 7 as denoted by an “H” after the objective number.  At least one extended objective will be completed for each standard.  Others will be completed at the teacher’s discretion.  Standards for 21st Century Learning are incorporated throughout the curriculum.  This includes both learning skills and technology tools.  Students will complete the following units from the WVDE CSO’s for seventh grade:
· Causes and Effects of Migration 

· Economics: Relationship of Geography on Supply and Demand and Prices 

· Geography: Connections Between World Regions and Cultures 

· Government Systems and Conflict Resolution 

